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Message of the President  
 

Dear Reader, while writing this message of the President beginning 
of 2021, in a certain sense I’m pretty confident that I’m not alone 
when I say I’ll be glad to wave goodbye to 2020. It’s probably fair to 
say that this has been one of the most difficult years in recent times 
facing the global pandemic COVID situation. Could 2021 possibly be 
worse? It’s difficult to imagine. I certainly hope it isn’t and we are 
all desperate for a return to some sense of normality. With that I 
would like to express my sincere thanks to all of you for acting 
responsibly during this challenging period of time and especially to 
our custodians at the Jungfraujoch station, our partners at 
Jungfraujoch and Gornergrat, all the scientists and the HFSJG staff 
with our Director Prof. Dr. Markus Leuenberger and our managing 
director of the Stellarium Gornergrat Dr. Timm Riesen for guiding 
us successfully and with exemplary dedication through the year 
2020.  

Due to this unfavourable set of circumstances, we had to postpone 
many of our plans which were foreseen to be realized during the 
year 2020. But nevertheless, as it is outlined in the following 
‘Report of the Director’ still we can look back on many valuable 
results which have been achieved even under difficult and 
sometimes complicated conditions.  

As one of the consequences of the actual situation, beginning of 
2021 we decided in agreement with all our Delegates of the 
Foundation to convene our next HFSJG board meeting in Interlaken 
not as it was planned in fall 2021, but only on October 21-22 2022, 
still in Interlaken. Yet, we intend to keep the date of September 
8th/9th 2023 for the then following board meeting in Zermatt and 
by that we would be back on track again. With this cautious 
planning we anticipate that these future meetings could be 
organized and held under more favorable conditions.  

Despite the extraordinary circumstances during the year 2020, the 
Stellarium Gornergrat was quite successfully on track and well 
guided by the managing director Dr. Timm Riesen; he perfectly 
highlights the achievements of this public outreach project in his 
yearly report (vide infra). At this time, we note that during 2020 a 
discussion was opened for a new collaborative network between 
four Swiss partners on the one side, namely the NCCR PlanetS 
which includes researchers from Universities of Bern, Geneva, 
Zürich and ETH Zürich and Lausanne, the Geneva Observatory, our 
HFSJG Foundation and the Stellarium Gornergrat, and Institutions 
from Chile which include the Pontifica Universidad Catolica de Chile 
and the Museo Interactivo Mirador in Santiago. Importantly, from 
the European Organization for Astronomical Research, the 
European Southern Observatory (ESO) takes actively and 
supportively part in these ongoing discussions. The idea of this new 
collaboration is to establish/define in Chile a sister observatory 
station of the Stellarium Gornergrat, which by its location would be 
perfectly complementary to the Swiss one in terms of southern 
versus northern hemisphere and day to night shifts. It’s an excellent 

concept to connect two such stations on different continents and it 
would broaden to a large extent the pedagogical activities on both 
sides. These discussions were also promoted by the Swiss 
Ambassador in Chile, however we are aware that the realisation of 
the concept will take some time and clearly the current 
extraordinary situation prevents its quick implementation. 
Similarly, in another development, in the pre-alps south of Bern in 
Uecht, a new Swiss Space and Sustainability Observatory 
(www.s3o.org) is under construction and its opening is planned for 
the end of 2022. Also in this case, a collaboration with the 
Stellarium Gornergrat is envisaged and currently under discussion.  

As I already mentioned in my Message of the President for the 
Activity Report 2019, in the year 2022 we will celebrate the 100-
years anniversary of the formation of the Jungfraujoch commission, 
which today is active under the umbrella of the Swiss Academy of 
Sciences. It was this committee which initiated and realized the 
construction of our research building on the Jungfraujoch site, 
which was finally opened in the year 1931. We have been fortunate 
to open an early discussion during 2020 with Dr. Leander Diener, a 
Historian from the University of Zürich, about this topic. He set 
himself the task of writing a book concerning the history of the 
Jungfraujoch research station in the context of the scientific and 
political situation during the late 19th and early 20th century with a 
national but also international view. The importance of the 
establishment of the International Foundation HFSJG in 1930 for 
the high-altitude research station but also for the Swiss scientific 
community will be elaborated as well. Definitely, it’s an ambitious 
but also very exciting project and we look forward to see its timely 
completion in 2022.   

While looking forward to the future of our Foundation, with great 
dismay did we hear that our former President and Honorary 
President, Prof. Dr. Hans Balsiger, passed away in January 2021. We 
know that he stood up for the concerns of our International 
Foundation with great and tireless commitment and he shaped the 
Foundation with his foresight and perseverance in his work. We will 
keep an honourable memory of him and his legacy within our 
International Foundation.  

I wish you all good health and we will do our best to live up to a 
statement we received recently from one of our Delegates, saying 
that one of many things about HFSJG is the feeling of family. 

 
 
 

 

Bern, March 2021   Silvio Decurtins 
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“High in the Swiss Alps scientists in a small research station are busy fingerprinting the atmosphere.” J. Palmer, Nature 577, 464–466 (2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The entrance doors to the research station and the Sphinx-laboratories were renewed and updated with the logos of the new members of 
our Foundation (pictures above). The scientific exhibition was also updated, especially with a new panel of MeteoSwiss with a new graphic 
(picture below).  

 


