
The initiation of the International Foundation is

a true masterpiece by the pioneers of the early days

for the promotion of international collaborations in 

Switzerland

1930



1894, the Swiss Government granted the

concession to A. Guyer-Zeller to build a 

railroad up to the mountain peak of Jungfrau;

it contained the liability (Art. 9a) to provide

financial and other help to the installation of

a scientific observatory for meteorology and

telluric-physical measurements



August 1st, 1912
Opening of the Berghaus

The railroad is built and tourism starts

Berghaus



Alfred de Quervain studied

natural science at the University of Bern; 

he was Privatdozent at the

University of Zürich and ETHZ
Greenland expedition of 1912

1922, the first President of the

Jungfraujoch Commission



Prof. Walter R. Hess
(1949 Nobel Price in Medicine)

1927, the second President of the
Jungfraujoch Commission

5th September 1930, the
International Foundation is established

W.R. Hess as 1st President of the Foundation



and, INAR / University of Helsinki from 2019 on
see: White Paper, 2015 -2050 
on www.hfsjg.ch

http://www.hfsjg.ch/


The International Foundation (1930) 



4th July 1931, opening of the
„Felsenheim“

From the planning to the realisation



Alexander von Muralt
2nd President of the Int. Foundation

1936 – 1973 

1952, Initiator and Founder of
the Swiss National Science Foundation

1937
Sphinx Observatory



1971
Visit of Baudouin I



The administration was well organized,
and the Station reached almost a status
of a duty-free area (Zollfreigebiet) 

Fees for accomodation were
moderate



And always, what is decisive are the people …  
1939, Students of Physiology on the Station



1939, Students of Physiology on the Station



1936, „Vorkliniker“ on the Station
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